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about the scenery of the set composing the first act of
David Garrick into a becoming form (very self-conscious
this . . . but MacHugh is never tired of recalling the
incident). However, I was not out of the wood. Mv
ancient enemy, gout, next attacked me. I used the old
remedies which I Jhad not required for some time,
forgot my doctor's instructions, made a mistake, burnt
a hole in my foot and summoned an Irish army surgeon
to lance the resultant blister. He produced a small
knife from his waistcoat pocket, took my foot in his
hands. . . . "Stop, sir," cried my wife, "aren't you
going to sterilise that knife?" "Ach," he rollicked,
" it's all right, me dear. We'll just let the water out and
he'll be all right!" After which he replaced the poisoned
blade in his waistcoat pocket ready for the next victim.
In three days I was swaying about like a drunkard
at a luncheon party and was carried away from the
Theatre, half made up as David Garrick, to the Wellesley
Hospital at Toronto, suffering from blood-poisoning.
Here I lingered while the doctors' faces grew longer
as the virus crept steadily up the leg, and there came
a moment when my wife at the other end of the tele-
phone waited to know whether or no the limb could
be saved. Nature was kind, and at the eleventh hour
threw up that wonderful gland for which the doctors
had watched, and which says to the invading enemy,
"so far and no farther!"
The danger over, my wife took charge of the Company
and proceeded on the Canadian Tour. I was able to
re-join the Company in ten days' time, when they had
reached Winnipeg. Canadian Tours have been dealt
with earlier in this book. It is only necessary to record
that we played The Burgomaster of Stilemonde and David
Garrick on our way West and, adding to our Company
in Vancouver, retraced our steps across the Dominion
with The Only Way and The Breed of the Treshams.^
The following Autumn we spent at the Lyceum, in
revivals of the last named plays, giving two special
matinees each week with The Burgomaster of Stilemonde^